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jointly hold Facility Operating License No. DPR-28 issued by the United States Nuclear

Regulatory Commission (“NRC”), which was originally due to expire on March 21, 2012. On

March 21. 2011. the NRC issued Renewed Facility Operating License No. DPR-28. authorizing

Vermont Yankee Station to continue operate until March 21. 2032.

7. In this declaration. I will first provide some background on Vermont Yankee

Station and its operation. I will then describe the highly trained and skilled workforce required

to operate such facilities safely and reliably and explain the challenges with retaining that

workforce given the uncertainties surrounding the plant’s status after March 21, 2012 under

Vermont’s laws. Finally, I will describe the October 2011 refueling outage that Vermont Yankee

Station has scheduled and explain the reasons why that outage cannot be postponed without

significant adverse consequences and why certainty is needed by early July concerning whether

the plant can continue to operate while litigation is pending.

The History of Vermont Yankee Station

8. Vermont Yankee Station is located on an approximately 125 acre site in Vernon,

Vermont that is across the Connecticut River from New Hampshire and about three miles from

the Vermont state border with Massachusetts. It was built by VYNPC, a company formed by a

group of New England utilities. Vermont’s two largest utilities, Central Vermont Public Service

Corporation and Green Mountain Power Corporation, were the lead owners, together owing

slightly more than half of VYNPC, The utility owners of VYNPC shared the output from

Vermont Yankee Station in percentages that approximated their respective ownership

percentages.
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all U.S. commercial nuclear plants). The NRC has detailed rules governing the operation of

nuclear facilities, issues many guidance documents pertaining to operation and safety. regularly

requests information from its licensees concerning operating events and compliance with

regulatory requirements and works with the nuclear industry to develop standards that become

incorporated into the NRC’s regulations and guidance.

17. Vermont Yankee Station’s operation is subject not only to the oversight and

regulation of the NRC. but also to monitoring, inspections and reviews by the Institute for

Nuclear Power Operations (“INPO”). INPO is a nuclear industry organization that was formed

after the Three Mile Island incident in 1979 to promote the highest levels of excellence in safety

and reliability in the operation of commercial nuclear facilities — levels of excellence that in fact

go beyond compliance with the NRC’s regulatory requirements. INPO regularly conducts on-

site inspections and reviews of each U.S. commercial nuclear facility, including Vermont

Yankee Station. As I mentioned earlier, I serve on the Board of Directors of INPO.

The Impact of Uncertainty on Vermont Yankee’s Skilled Work Force

18. Given Vermont Yankee Station’s highly demanding operational requirements, it

must have a highly skilled, well trained and dedicated workforce. Vermont Yankee Station has

over 600 such employees working in such disciplines as engineering (electrical, mechanical,

nuclear, chemical and civil), skilled crafts (mechanical, electrical, instrument and control, and

radiation protection), operations. finance, security and administration. Approximately 40 percent

of them reside in Vermont with the balance residing in either New Hampshire or Massachusetts,

19. Vermont Yankee Station’s operators must have either a Reactor Operator License

or a Senior Reactor Operator License issued by the NRC. Because there are significant

6
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application for a renewed NRC license and a new Vermont Certificate of Public Good (CPG)

appeared to be progressing on track, the average attrition rate for the plants employees — the

percentage of employees who left the plant to work elsewhere — was approximately 6.1 percent.

25. In January 2010. tritium, a mildly radioactive form of hydrogen. was discovered

in several monitoring wells due to a leak from a piping system which was quickly identified and

corrected. Publicity about the tritium release, however, led to increasingly vocal calls for the

plant’s shutdown, highlighted by a 26-4 Vermont Senate vote in February 2010 against

authorizing the state’s Public Service Board to issue a new CPG for the plant’s operation after

March 21, 2012. With the growing questions over the plant’s future, the plant’s employee

attrition rate jumped in 2010 by more than a third to approximately 8.4 percent. The attrition

rate for 2011 is on track so far to exceed even that rate.

26. As a matter of normal business practice, departing Vermont Yankee Station

employees are interviewed by members of the Human Resources Department concerning the

reasons for the employees’ departures. The information provided by the employees in these

interviews is recorded on exit interview forms. In some cases where an interview is not possible,

the departing employee is given the form to complete and returns it to the company. The form

seeks the primary reason for leaving, as well as the secondary reason for leaving and also asks a

series of questions related to the departing employee’s experience at Vermont Yankee Station

and the circumstances of departure.

27. Starting around the middle of 2010, “relicensing” became an increasingly

frequent reason given for changing jobs. Over the period from July through December 2010, 4

out of 11 departing employees cited relicensing as either the primary or secondary reason for

their departures, and another 3 of the departing employees cited relicensing as an issue in their

9
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